The Minume Wakinohama
Ecological Support Association Prospectus

Wakinohama formed by the sediment from Mt.Rokko and Mt.Maya was such a
beautiful seashore that 9 poems mentioned the shore, were selected in the
Manyoushuu; anthology of Japanese poetry, 8th century. Wakinohama. was the oldest
port in Kobe, which connected the Setouchi Sea and Nanba, Osaka/Capital Asukd
Nara, during 6-8th century. The port had been controlled by the Minume Shrine,
enshrined as the guardian of safe voyage on the hill of Wakinohama.

Wakinohama, together with Minume Shrinem, had developed the fishing industry and
sake brewing, and had flourished as the pilgrimage gateway between Mt.Maya and
Kishu Wakayama, by the early modern, Edo era.

After the opening of the port during the Meiji era, Wakinohama beach was
developed to have boat racing and swimming for the foreigners’ settlements.
Although Wakinohama had been reclaimed for factories construction, Wakinohama
has been tansformed into a residential and culture area, after the Great
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake of 1995.

Nowadays, Minume shrine and its forest preserves its rich history and culture, and
has become more important as a landmark in the minds of the people who work and
live in Wakinohama.

I initiate this association to preserve the history of Minume Wakinohama and to
develop this local ecology in the 21st century.

This association will raise founds for following issues:

(1) To restore the Minume shrine’s building and forest.

{2) To remind people of the historical value of Minume Wakinohama, its relationship
to World Heritage and other historical sites between Setouchi, on the inland sea,
and Kishu, Wakayama, and to reestablishing it's local heritage.

3) To educate the residents about the area’s heritage, through festivals, lectures and
by extending their knowledge of the cultural, social and economic ecology to

pursue local health and peace.

I would like vou to consider becoming one of this association’s initiators, upon

reviewing the above prospectus, with your sincerity.

Sincerely,
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Bunroku Shimada R
First initiator of The Minume Wakinohama Ecological Support Association
on auspicious day October 2017
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